[image: image1.png]


WRITING YOUR PERSONAL STATEMENT

When you apply to college or sixth form you will be asked to provide a personal statement. This short paragraph needs to support your application for further education or training. It should clearly detail the reasons for wanting to study at a particular college and a specific course.

You should be concise, honest and accurate with your details, try and remain to the point. 

The application process for colleges can be competitive, especially for the more sought-after subjects i.e. psychology, therefore it is important your personal statement is strong and stands out for all the right reasons! Below are some ideas of what to put into the paragraphs (please note do not include the headings in your personal statement):

Introduction:  An idea for your opening paragraph could include:

I am currently a year 11 student at The Corbet School studying GCSE’s in………………

Why you have chosen to apply:  when applying for college it is essential to state why you have chosen particular subjects to study. It is important to personalise personal statement to a specific college or course to make your application stand out.

For example……..

Do your course choices reflect what you have enjoyed at GCSE? If so, discuss your strengths in these subjects.

Do these subjects relate to what you want to do in the future? If so, share your ideas of your chosen career path. 

Why is it you are applying for that specific college? Does it offer the courses you want to do? Have you have attended open events such as taster days and roadshows and have been impressed?

Achievements in school: Discuss any position of responsibility you may have had within school such as Ambassador, mentor etc.  Have you taken part in D. of E, Involved in Open Days, been part of a sports team? These roles could also relate to how you can work well in groups, whether you consider yourself a team player?

Achievements out of school/ Hobbies. Talk about any clubs you may be a part of, such as cadets.   What do you do in your spare time? Do you like reading, walking, sport, music?  Do you undertake any Part Time or Voluntary work? This can then lead on to work experience. Understandably this year colleges will be appreciative that you were unable to go out on work experience, but you could briefly discuss where you were going and why.

Areas for Development:  Briefly mention any challenges you have (if any) and what steps you are taking to overcome them.  For example, to improve my time management skills, I made a personalised timetable. 

Once you think you have completed your personal statement, double check your spelling and grammar. If you can ask another person to proofread this. If you need any help and support with your personal statement or college application, please see Mrs Smith. 

Personal Statement Draft

Please use below to make a draft of your personal statement:











